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Awareness of Human Rights in the Criminal Legal Process: A Case Study of the
Practices of Police Officers in Arresting Suspects at Yaring Police Station,
Pattani Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the level of knowledge of police officers at
Yaring Police Station in Pattani Province concerning the principles of hum an rights in the criminal
legal procedure as regards the arrest of susp ects under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
B.E. 2550 (1997); and (2) those police officers’ awareness of the principles and practices for arresting
suspects under the by-laws of the criminal procedure code.

The sample popul ation, chosen t hrough purposive sampling, consisted of 12 pol ice officers
assigned to crime suppression duties, including both non-commissioned and commissioned officers, at
Yaring Police Station in Pattani Province. Data were collected using an in-depth interview form and
data were analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that: (1) the police officers interviewed had knowledge and understanding
of the principles of human rights in the criminal legal procedure as regards the arrest of suspects under
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550 (1997). (2) The police officers interviewed
knew and underst ood t he correct 1 egal pri nciples for arrest ing suspect s under the by -laws of the
criminal procedure code. As fort heir knowledge and awareness of the correct 1 egal pract ices for
arresting suspects under t he by-laws of t he criminal procedure code, most of t he non-commissioned
officers did not apply all the correct practices in practice, but the commissioned officers did strictly
comply with and follow the law in practice.

Keywords: Human rights in the criminal legal process, Practices in arresting suspects, Yaring
Police Station
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